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SUBJECT : VISIT OF MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . THE MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, TENGKU DATUK 
AHMED RITHAUDDEEN, PAID A THREE-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT 
TO BANGLADESH APRIL 18-20. DURING HIS VISIT, HE MET 
PRESIDENT ZIAUR RAHMAN AND HELD SEVERAL MEETINGS WITH 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADVISOR SHAMSUL HUQ, WHO OUTLINED AT A 
PRESS CONFERENCE APRIL 20 VARIOUS FORMS OF COOPERATION 
ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC MATTERS REACHED BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. 

2. HUQ SAID THE TWO GOVERNMENTS AGREED TO ESTABLISH A 
JOINT COMMISSION AT THE FOREIGN MINISTER LEVEL TO CON 
SULT ON MATTERS OF REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INTEREST. 

HE STRESSED THE NEED FOR CLOSER RELATIONS BETWEEN BANGLA 
DESH AND SOUTH ASIA WITH THE NATIONS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, 
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NOTING THAT BANGLADESH WAS A "GEOPOLITICAL BRIDGEHEAD" 

BETWEEN THE TWO AREAS. COOPERATION BETWEEN BANGLADESH 
AND MALAYSIA - BOTH MEMBERS OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
WITH IDENTICAL VIEWS ON MANY ISSUES - WAS ESPECIALLY 
IMPORTANT, HE SAID. 

3. TENGKU RITHAUDDEEN LAID SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE THEME 
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OF ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY IN HIS COMMENTS TO THE PRESS. HE 
ALSO PRAISED BANGLADESH'S DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS AND OFFERED 
MALAYSIAN ASSISTANCE, WITHIN ITS "CAPACITY", AND THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS AGREED TO UNDERTAKE THE FOLLOWING IN THE 
ECONOMIC AREA: 

-THE BDG WILL GIVE "DUE CONSIDERATION" TO THE 
SIGNING OF A CIVIL AVIATION AGREEMENT; 

-A MALAYSIAN DELEGATION WILL VISIT BANGLADESH 
SOON TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITY OF INCREASING COOPERATION 
IN RUBBER AND PALM OIL PRODUCTION; 

-MALAYSIA WILL EXTEND SUPPORT FOR BANGLADESH'S 
FOOD FOR WORK PROGRAM; 

-13 SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE MALAY 
SIAN GOVERNMENT FOR BANGLADESHI STUDENTS, FIVE OF 
WHOME WILL STUDY THE TECHNICAL PRODUCTION OF RUBBER. 

4. DURING THE VISIT, THE TWO GOVERNMENTS ALSO SIGNED 
A CULTURAL ACCORD. THE BANGLADESH PRESS WAS UNANIMOUS 
IN PRAISING THE VISIT. 

SCHNEIDER 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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